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Overview
Dataset bias: spurious association between input 
and output

Problem:  brittle model under slight distribution shift 
Goal: Guard against known dataset bias 

Key idea: don’t learn from examples with strong 
(known) bias

g(x)
<latexit sha1_base64="5MdSH+jBhLb9upJWOdxkrEde8/M=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5NKo/nQ+qNbfhzoFWiVeQGhRoDapf/WFMUkGlIRxr3fPcxAQZVoYRTmeVfqppgskEj2jPUokF1UE2v3WGzqwyRFGsbEmD5urviQwLracitJ0Cm7Fe9nLxP6+Xmug6yJhMUkMlWSyKUo5MjPLH0ZApSgyfWoKJYvZWRMZYYWJsPBUbgrf88ippXzQ8t+HdX9aaN0UcZTiBU6iDB1fQhDtogQ8ExvAMr/DmCOfFeXc+Fq0lp5g5hj9wPn8AbeaN0g==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="5MdSH+jBhLb9upJWOdxkrEde8/M=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5NKo/nQ+qNbfhzoFWiVeQGhRoDapf/WFMUkGlIRxr3fPcxAQZVoYRTmeVfqppgskEj2jPUokF1UE2v3WGzqwyRFGsbEmD5urviQwLracitJ0Cm7Fe9nLxP6+Xmug6yJhMUkMlWSyKUo5MjPLH0ZApSgyfWoKJYvZWRMZYYWJsPBUbgrf88ippXzQ8t+HdX9aaN0UcZTiBU6iDB1fQhDtogQ8ExvAMr/DmCOfFeXc+Fq0lp5g5hj9wPn8AbeaN0g==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="5MdSH+jBhLb9upJWOdxkrEde8/M=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5NKo/nQ+qNbfhzoFWiVeQGhRoDapf/WFMUkGlIRxr3fPcxAQZVoYRTmeVfqppgskEj2jPUokF1UE2v3WGzqwyRFGsbEmD5urviQwLracitJ0Cm7Fe9nLxP6+Xmug6yJhMUkMlWSyKUo5MjPLH0ZApSgyfWoKJYvZWRMZYYWJsPBUbgrf88ippXzQ8t+HdX9aaN0UcZTiBU6iDB1fQhDtogQ8ExvAMr/DmCOfFeXc+Fq0lp5g5hj9wPn8AbeaN0g==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="5MdSH+jBhLb9upJWOdxkrEde8/M=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5NKo/nQ+qNbfhzoFWiVeQGhRoDapf/WFMUkGlIRxr3fPcxAQZVoYRTmeVfqppgskEj2jPUokF1UE2v3WGzqwyRFGsbEmD5urviQwLracitJ0Cm7Fe9nLxP6+Xmug6yJhMUkMlWSyKUo5MjPLH0ZApSgyfWoKJYvZWRMZYYWJsPBUbgrf88ippXzQ8t+HdX9aaN0UcZTiBU6iDB1fQhDtogQ8ExvAMr/DmCOfFeXc+Fq0lp5g5hj9wPn8AbeaN0g==</latexit>

y
<latexit sha1_base64="l29WxoUb9DEbvmhLG7jHtZ0OU24=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KokIeix68diC/YA2lM120q7dbMLuRgihv8CLB0W8+pO8+W/ctjlo64OBx3szzMwLEsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZwqhi0Wi1h1A6pRcIktw43AbqKQRoHATjC5m/mdJ1Sax/LBZAn6ER1JHnJGjZWa2aBSdWvuHGSVeAWpQoHGoPLVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9TZTgTOC33U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Xx+6JScW2VIwljZkobM1d8TOY20zqLAdkbUjPWyNxP/83qpCW/8nMskNSjZYlGYCmJiMvuaDLlCZkRmCWWK21sJG1NFmbHZlG0I3vLLq6R9WfPcmte8qtZvizhKcApncAEeXEMd7qEBLWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxaF1zipkT+APn8wfnvYz9</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="l29WxoUb9DEbvmhLG7jHtZ0OU24=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KokIeix68diC/YA2lM120q7dbMLuRgihv8CLB0W8+pO8+W/ctjlo64OBx3szzMwLEsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZwqhi0Wi1h1A6pRcIktw43AbqKQRoHATjC5m/mdJ1Sax/LBZAn6ER1JHnJGjZWa2aBSdWvuHGSVeAWpQoHGoPLVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9TZTgTOC33U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Xx+6JScW2VIwljZkobM1d8TOY20zqLAdkbUjPWyNxP/83qpCW/8nMskNSjZYlGYCmJiMvuaDLlCZkRmCWWK21sJG1NFmbHZlG0I3vLLq6R9WfPcmte8qtZvizhKcApncAEeXEMd7qEBLWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxaF1zipkT+APn8wfnvYz9</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="l29WxoUb9DEbvmhLG7jHtZ0OU24=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KokIeix68diC/YA2lM120q7dbMLuRgihv8CLB0W8+pO8+W/ctjlo64OBx3szzMwLEsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZwqhi0Wi1h1A6pRcIktw43AbqKQRoHATjC5m/mdJ1Sax/LBZAn6ER1JHnJGjZWa2aBSdWvuHGSVeAWpQoHGoPLVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9TZTgTOC33U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Xx+6JScW2VIwljZkobM1d8TOY20zqLAdkbUjPWyNxP/83qpCW/8nMskNSjZYlGYCmJiMvuaDLlCZkRmCWWK21sJG1NFmbHZlG0I3vLLq6R9WfPcmte8qtZvizhKcApncAEeXEMd7qEBLWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxaF1zipkT+APn8wfnvYz9</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="l29WxoUb9DEbvmhLG7jHtZ0OU24=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KokIeix68diC/YA2lM120q7dbMLuRgihv8CLB0W8+pO8+W/ctjlo64OBx3szzMwLEsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZwqhi0Wi1h1A6pRcIktw43AbqKQRoHATjC5m/mdJ1Sax/LBZAn6ER1JHnJGjZWa2aBSdWvuHGSVeAWpQoHGoPLVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9TZTgTOC33U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Xx+6JScW2VIwljZkobM1d8TOY20zqLAdkbUjPWyNxP/83qpCW/8nMskNSjZYlGYCmJiMvuaDLlCZkRmCWWK21sJG1NFmbHZlG0I3vLLq6R9WfPcmte8qtZvizhKcApncAEeXEMd7qEBLWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxaF1zipkT+APn8wfnvYz9</latexit>

b(x)
<latexit sha1_base64="6bfZhmIPs+auSOFP/BVfCvkg+rY=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5FNafzgfVmttw50CrxCtIDQq0BtWv/jAmqaDSEI617nluYoIMK8MIp7NKP9U0wWSCR7RnqcSC6iCb3zpDZ1YZoihWtqRBc/X3RIaF1lMR2k6BzVgve7n4n9dLTXQdZEwmqaGSLBZFKUcmRvnjaMgUJYZPLcFEMXsrImOsMDE2nooNwVt+eZW0Lxqe2/DuL2vNmyKOMpzAKdTBgytowh20wAcCY3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aSU8wcwx84nz9mQ43N</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="6bfZhmIPs+auSOFP/BVfCvkg+rY=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5FNafzgfVmttw50CrxCtIDQq0BtWv/jAmqaDSEI617nluYoIMK8MIp7NKP9U0wWSCR7RnqcSC6iCb3zpDZ1YZoihWtqRBc/X3RIaF1lMR2k6BzVgve7n4n9dLTXQdZEwmqaGSLBZFKUcmRvnjaMgUJYZPLcFEMXsrImOsMDE2nooNwVt+eZW0Lxqe2/DuL2vNmyKOMpzAKdTBgytowh20wAcCY3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aSU8wcwx84nz9mQ43N</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="6bfZhmIPs+auSOFP/BVfCvkg+rY=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5FNafzgfVmttw50CrxCtIDQq0BtWv/jAmqaDSEI617nluYoIMK8MIp7NKP9U0wWSCR7RnqcSC6iCb3zpDZ1YZoihWtqRBc/X3RIaF1lMR2k6BzVgve7n4n9dLTXQdZEwmqaGSLBZFKUcmRvnjaMgUJYZPLcFEMXsrImOsMDE2nooNwVt+eZW0Lxqe2/DuL2vNmyKOMpzAKdTBgytowh20wAcCY3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aSU8wcwx84nz9mQ43N</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="6bfZhmIPs+auSOFP/BVfCvkg+rY=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5FNafzgfVmttw50CrxCtIDQq0BtWv/jAmqaDSEI617nluYoIMK8MIp7NKP9U0wWSCR7RnqcSC6iCb3zpDZ1YZoihWtqRBc/X3RIaF1lMR2k6BzVgve7n4n9dLTXQdZEwmqaGSLBZFKUcmRvnjaMgUJYZPLcFEMXsrImOsMDE2nooNwVt+eZW0Lxqe2/DuL2vNmyKOMpzAKdTBgytowh20wAcCY3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aSU8wcwx84nz9mQ43N</latexit>

a
<latexit sha1_base64="b7/vCs5ze5KtVd66W3yyALYBfbk=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEqMeiF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipSQflilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmvDGz7hMUoOSLReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6qeW/Wa15X6bR5HEc7gHC7BgxrU4R4a0AIGCM/wCm/Oo/PivDsfy9aCk8+cwh84nz/DXYzl</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="b7/vCs5ze5KtVd66W3yyALYBfbk=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEqMeiF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipSQflilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmvDGz7hMUoOSLReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6qeW/Wa15X6bR5HEc7gHC7BgxrU4R4a0AIGCM/wCm/Oo/PivDsfy9aCk8+cwh84nz/DXYzl</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="b7/vCs5ze5KtVd66W3yyALYBfbk=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEqMeiF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipSQflilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmvDGz7hMUoOSLReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6qeW/Wa15X6bR5HEc7gHC7BgxrU4R4a0AIGCM/wCm/Oo/PivDsfy9aCk8+cwh84nz/DXYzl</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="b7/vCs5ze5KtVd66W3yyALYBfbk=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEqMeiF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipSQflilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmvDGz7hMUoOSLReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6qeW/Wa15X6bR5HEc7gHC7BgxrU4R4a0AIGCM/wCm/Oo/PivDsfy9aCk8+cwh84nz/DXYzl</latexit>

Semantics:

P: The little girl is sad.

H: The girl is not sad.

Word choice:

“not”

Label:

contradiction

Bias cause: 
annotation 
strategy

g(x)
<latexit sha1_base64="5MdSH+jBhLb9upJWOdxkrEde8/M=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5NKo/nQ+qNbfhzoFWiVeQGhRoDapf/WFMUkGlIRxr3fPcxAQZVoYRTmeVfqppgskEj2jPUokF1UE2v3WGzqwyRFGsbEmD5urviQwLracitJ0Cm7Fe9nLxP6+Xmug6yJhMUkMlWSyKUo5MjPLH0ZApSgyfWoKJYvZWRMZYYWJsPBUbgrf88ippXzQ8t+HdX9aaN0UcZTiBU6iDB1fQhDtogQ8ExvAMr/DmCOfFeXc+Fq0lp5g5hj9wPn8AbeaN0g==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="5MdSH+jBhLb9upJWOdxkrEde8/M=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5NKo/nQ+qNbfhzoFWiVeQGhRoDapf/WFMUkGlIRxr3fPcxAQZVoYRTmeVfqppgskEj2jPUokF1UE2v3WGzqwyRFGsbEmD5urviQwLracitJ0Cm7Fe9nLxP6+Xmug6yJhMUkMlWSyKUo5MjPLH0ZApSgyfWoKJYvZWRMZYYWJsPBUbgrf88ippXzQ8t+HdX9aaN0UcZTiBU6iDB1fQhDtogQ8ExvAMr/DmCOfFeXc+Fq0lp5g5hj9wPn8AbeaN0g==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="5MdSH+jBhLb9upJWOdxkrEde8/M=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5NKo/nQ+qNbfhzoFWiVeQGhRoDapf/WFMUkGlIRxr3fPcxAQZVoYRTmeVfqppgskEj2jPUokF1UE2v3WGzqwyRFGsbEmD5urviQwLracitJ0Cm7Fe9nLxP6+Xmug6yJhMUkMlWSyKUo5MjPLH0ZApSgyfWoKJYvZWRMZYYWJsPBUbgrf88ippXzQ8t+HdX9aaN0UcZTiBU6iDB1fQhDtogQ8ExvAMr/DmCOfFeXc+Fq0lp5g5hj9wPn8AbeaN0g==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="5MdSH+jBhLb9upJWOdxkrEde8/M=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5NKo/nQ+qNbfhzoFWiVeQGhRoDapf/WFMUkGlIRxr3fPcxAQZVoYRTmeVfqppgskEj2jPUokF1UE2v3WGzqwyRFGsbEmD5urviQwLracitJ0Cm7Fe9nLxP6+Xmug6yJhMUkMlWSyKUo5MjPLH0ZApSgyfWoKJYvZWRMZYYWJsPBUbgrf88ippXzQ8t+HdX9aaN0UcZTiBU6iDB1fQhDtogQ8ExvAMr/DmCOfFeXc+Fq0lp5g5hj9wPn8AbeaN0g==</latexit>

y
<latexit sha1_base64="l29WxoUb9DEbvmhLG7jHtZ0OU24=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KokIeix68diC/YA2lM120q7dbMLuRgihv8CLB0W8+pO8+W/ctjlo64OBx3szzMwLEsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZwqhi0Wi1h1A6pRcIktw43AbqKQRoHATjC5m/mdJ1Sax/LBZAn6ER1JHnJGjZWa2aBSdWvuHGSVeAWpQoHGoPLVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9TZTgTOC33U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Xx+6JScW2VIwljZkobM1d8TOY20zqLAdkbUjPWyNxP/83qpCW/8nMskNSjZYlGYCmJiMvuaDLlCZkRmCWWK21sJG1NFmbHZlG0I3vLLq6R9WfPcmte8qtZvizhKcApncAEeXEMd7qEBLWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxaF1zipkT+APn8wfnvYz9</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="l29WxoUb9DEbvmhLG7jHtZ0OU24=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KokIeix68diC/YA2lM120q7dbMLuRgihv8CLB0W8+pO8+W/ctjlo64OBx3szzMwLEsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZwqhi0Wi1h1A6pRcIktw43AbqKQRoHATjC5m/mdJ1Sax/LBZAn6ER1JHnJGjZWa2aBSdWvuHGSVeAWpQoHGoPLVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9TZTgTOC33U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Xx+6JScW2VIwljZkobM1d8TOY20zqLAdkbUjPWyNxP/83qpCW/8nMskNSjZYlGYCmJiMvuaDLlCZkRmCWWK21sJG1NFmbHZlG0I3vLLq6R9WfPcmte8qtZvizhKcApncAEeXEMd7qEBLWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxaF1zipkT+APn8wfnvYz9</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="l29WxoUb9DEbvmhLG7jHtZ0OU24=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KokIeix68diC/YA2lM120q7dbMLuRgihv8CLB0W8+pO8+W/ctjlo64OBx3szzMwLEsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZwqhi0Wi1h1A6pRcIktw43AbqKQRoHATjC5m/mdJ1Sax/LBZAn6ER1JHnJGjZWa2aBSdWvuHGSVeAWpQoHGoPLVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9TZTgTOC33U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Xx+6JScW2VIwljZkobM1d8TOY20zqLAdkbUjPWyNxP/83qpCW/8nMskNSjZYlGYCmJiMvuaDLlCZkRmCWWK21sJG1NFmbHZlG0I3vLLq6R9WfPcmte8qtZvizhKcApncAEeXEMd7qEBLWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxaF1zipkT+APn8wfnvYz9</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="l29WxoUb9DEbvmhLG7jHtZ0OU24=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KokIeix68diC/YA2lM120q7dbMLuRgihv8CLB0W8+pO8+W/ctjlo64OBx3szzMwLEsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZwqhi0Wi1h1A6pRcIktw43AbqKQRoHATjC5m/mdJ1Sax/LBZAn6ER1JHnJGjZWa2aBSdWvuHGSVeAWpQoHGoPLVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9TZTgTOC33U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Xx+6JScW2VIwljZkobM1d8TOY20zqLAdkbUjPWyNxP/83qpCW/8nMskNSjZYlGYCmJiMvuaDLlCZkRmCWWK21sJG1NFmbHZlG0I3vLLq6R9WfPcmte8qtZvizhKcApncAEeXEMd7qEBLWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxaF1zipkT+APn8wfnvYz9</latexit>

b(x)
<latexit sha1_base64="6bfZhmIPs+auSOFP/BVfCvkg+rY=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5FNafzgfVmttw50CrxCtIDQq0BtWv/jAmqaDSEI617nluYoIMK8MIp7NKP9U0wWSCR7RnqcSC6iCb3zpDZ1YZoihWtqRBc/X3RIaF1lMR2k6BzVgve7n4n9dLTXQdZEwmqaGSLBZFKUcmRvnjaMgUJYZPLcFEMXsrImOsMDE2nooNwVt+eZW0Lxqe2/DuL2vNmyKOMpzAKdTBgytowh20wAcCY3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aSU8wcwx84nz9mQ43N</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="6bfZhmIPs+auSOFP/BVfCvkg+rY=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5FNafzgfVmttw50CrxCtIDQq0BtWv/jAmqaDSEI617nluYoIMK8MIp7NKP9U0wWSCR7RnqcSC6iCb3zpDZ1YZoihWtqRBc/X3RIaF1lMR2k6BzVgve7n4n9dLTXQdZEwmqaGSLBZFKUcmRvnjaMgUJYZPLcFEMXsrImOsMDE2nooNwVt+eZW0Lxqe2/DuL2vNmyKOMpzAKdTBgytowh20wAcCY3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aSU8wcwx84nz9mQ43N</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="6bfZhmIPs+auSOFP/BVfCvkg+rY=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5FNafzgfVmttw50CrxCtIDQq0BtWv/jAmqaDSEI617nluYoIMK8MIp7NKP9U0wWSCR7RnqcSC6iCb3zpDZ1YZoihWtqRBc/X3RIaF1lMR2k6BzVgve7n4n9dLTXQdZEwmqaGSLBZFKUcmRvnjaMgUJYZPLcFEMXsrImOsMDE2nooNwVt+eZW0Lxqe2/DuL2vNmyKOMpzAKdTBgytowh20wAcCY3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aSU8wcwx84nz9mQ43N</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="6bfZhmIPs+auSOFP/BVfCvkg+rY=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahXkoigh6LXjxWMG2hDWWz3bRLdzdhdyOW0L/gxYMiXv1D3vw3btoctPXBwOO9GWbmhQln2rjut1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbR2nilCfxDxW3RBrypmkvmGG026iKBYhp51wcpv7nUeqNIvlg5kmNBB4JFnECDa5FNafzgfVmttw50CrxCtIDQq0BtWv/jAmqaDSEI617nluYoIMK8MIp7NKP9U0wWSCR7RnqcSC6iCb3zpDZ1YZoihWtqRBc/X3RIaF1lMR2k6BzVgve7n4n9dLTXQdZEwmqaGSLBZFKUcmRvnjaMgUJYZPLcFEMXsrImOsMDE2nooNwVt+eZW0Lxqe2/DuL2vNmyKOMpzAKdTBgytowh20wAcCY3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aSU8wcwx84nz9mQ43N</latexit>

Semantics:

P: The little girl is sad.

H: The girl is not happy.

Word choice:

“not”

Label:

entailment

Unknown 
cause a0

<latexit sha1_base64="c9NesRyxyqsx3mTie9T9rgIQLPo=">AAAB6XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbRU0mkoMeiF49V7Ae0oWy2m3bpZhN2J0IJ/QdePCji1X/kzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVjDdZLGPdCajhUijeRIGSdxLNaRRI3g7GtzO//cS1EbF6xEnC/YgOlQgFo2ilB3reL1fcqjsHWSVeTiqQo9Evf/UGMUsjrpBJakzXcxP0M6pRMMmnpV5qeELZmA5511JFI278bH7plJxZZUDCWNtSSObq74mMRsZMosB2RhRHZtmbif953RTDaz8TKkmRK7ZYFKaSYExmb5OB0JyhnFhCmRb2VsJGVFOGNpySDcFbfnmVtC6rnlv17muV+k0eRxFO4BQuwIMrqMMdNKAJDEJ4hld4c8bOi/PufCxaC04+cwx/4Hz+ACPNjRY=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="c9NesRyxyqsx3mTie9T9rgIQLPo=">AAAB6XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbRU0mkoMeiF49V7Ae0oWy2m3bpZhN2J0IJ/QdePCji1X/kzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVjDdZLGPdCajhUijeRIGSdxLNaRRI3g7GtzO//cS1EbF6xEnC/YgOlQgFo2ilB3reL1fcqjsHWSVeTiqQo9Evf/UGMUsjrpBJakzXcxP0M6pRMMmnpV5qeELZmA5511JFI278bH7plJxZZUDCWNtSSObq74mMRsZMosB2RhRHZtmbif953RTDaz8TKkmRK7ZYFKaSYExmb5OB0JyhnFhCmRb2VsJGVFOGNpySDcFbfnmVtC6rnlv17muV+k0eRxFO4BQuwIMrqMMdNKAJDEJ4hld4c8bOi/PufCxaC04+cwx/4Hz+ACPNjRY=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="c9NesRyxyqsx3mTie9T9rgIQLPo=">AAAB6XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbRU0mkoMeiF49V7Ae0oWy2m3bpZhN2J0IJ/QdePCji1X/kzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVjDdZLGPdCajhUijeRIGSdxLNaRRI3g7GtzO//cS1EbF6xEnC/YgOlQgFo2ilB3reL1fcqjsHWSVeTiqQo9Evf/UGMUsjrpBJakzXcxP0M6pRMMmnpV5qeELZmA5511JFI278bH7plJxZZUDCWNtSSObq74mMRsZMosB2RhRHZtmbif953RTDaz8TKkmRK7ZYFKaSYExmb5OB0JyhnFhCmRb2VsJGVFOGNpySDcFbfnmVtC6rnlv17muV+k0eRxFO4BQuwIMrqMMdNKAJDEJ4hld4c8bOi/PufCxaC04+cwx/4Hz+ACPNjRY=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="c9NesRyxyqsx3mTie9T9rgIQLPo=">AAAB6XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbRU0mkoMeiF49V7Ae0oWy2m3bpZhN2J0IJ/QdePCji1X/kzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVjDdZLGPdCajhUijeRIGSdxLNaRRI3g7GtzO//cS1EbF6xEnC/YgOlQgFo2ilB3reL1fcqjsHWSVeTiqQo9Evf/UGMUsjrpBJakzXcxP0M6pRMMmnpV5qeELZmA5511JFI278bH7plJxZZUDCWNtSSObq74mMRsZMosB2RhRHZtmbif953RTDaz8TKkmRK7ZYFKaSYExmb5OB0JyhnFhCmRb2VsJGVFOGNpySDcFbfnmVtC6rnlv17muV+k0eRxFO4BQuwIMrqMMdNKAJDEJ4hld4c8bOi/PufCxaC04+cwx/4Hz+ACPNjRY=</latexit>

Training

Testing

Debiasing by Residual Fitting (DRiFt)
1. Learn a biased classifier using features that should not 

be associated with the label

      


2. Learn the debiased classifier by fitting the residuals

      

θ* = arg min
θ

𝔼P[L( fs(I(x); θ), y]

min
ϕ

𝔼P[L( fs(I(x); θ*)+fd(x; ϕ), y)]
Fixed Learns what cannot be explained by I(x)

 may 
change at test time
p(y, b(x))

Biased classifer:  ps(y ∣ x) ∝ exp( f y
s )

Debiased classifer:  pd(y ∣ x) ∝ exp( f y
d)

Objective:




       

J(ϕ) = ∑
(x,y)

log p(y ∣ x)

= C + ∑
(x,y) [log pd(y ∣ x) − log∑

k

p*s (k ∣ x)pd(k ∣ x)]

p(y ∣ x) ∝ exp( f y
s + f y

d) ∝ pspd

Learned by 
MLE using I(x)

Regularizer  R(x)JMLE

Cross-entropy loss

Predictive biased classifier:

p*s → 1 ⇒ ∇ϕR(x) = − ∇ϕlog pd(y ∣ x)

Cancels MLE 
gradient

Uninformative biased classifier:

ps = 1/K ⇒ p(y ∣ x) = pd(y ∣ x)

Reduced to 
MLE

Experiments
Biased models:

• Hypothesis-only

• Handcrafted

• CBOW

Debiased models:

• Finetuned BERT [Devlin+ 18]


• DA [Parikh+ 16]: ~BoW

• ESIM [Chen+ 17]: ~DA + LSTM

Learning algorithms:

• MLE

• DRiFt

• Rm

Synthetic bias: 

P: I love dogs.

H: [contradiction] I don’t love dogs.

Groundtruth with  at 
train and random at test

pcheatRemove biased 
examples

model
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cheating rate

DRiFt-hypo
MLE
Rm-cheat

method

MLE: baseline

DRiFt-hypo: hypothesis-only biased classifier

Rm-cheat: remove cheatable examples (oracle)

• Bias needs to be presented on a majority of 
examples


• BERT is more robust than non-pretrained models

• Importance of accurate prior knowledge on biased 

features (compare DRiFt-hypo and Rm-cheat)

Results on synthetic bias

NLI Results

Non-entailment
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Entailment

0
20
40
60
80

BERT DA ESIM

Train on MNLI and test on HANS
Biased classifiers on HANS
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Entailment Non-entailment

DRiFt improves performance on challenge data (non-entailment)

Why is “Hand” more effective?

Accuracy-robustness trade-off

Test on MNLI
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0
22.5

45
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MLE DRiFt-Hypo
DRiFt-CBOW DRiFt-Hand

In-distribution accuracy

“Hand” better captures bias 
exploited by HANS


